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Third Oldest City in Illinois

Downtown Walking Tour

The City of Edwardsville has just begun the process of updating its Zoning Ordinance. As part of this
process, a walking tour of Downtown Edwardsville has been developed. As a resident of Edwardsville
you are certainly familiar with the area, its businesses, its strengths, and its weaknesses. The walking
tour is a chance to see this area differently and from a planning and zoning perspective. It’s also a
chance to experience it without thinking about where to park or what to eat. This is a chance to really
start focusing on the future of downtown.

Leave your headphones at home and be prepared to experience downtown with all of your senses —
the coolness of a shaded sidewalk, the smell of food from nearby restaurants or cafes, and the
sounds of traffic on the street. Look up and down, side to side, near and far. Notice what’s just in
front of you and what’s in the distance. Pay attention to how you feel. Walk alone or with friends or
family.

Begin at City Hall and walk along the path shown on the map on the last page, pausing at the
numbered stops to consider some questions outlined in the following pages. There are no right or
wrong answers, the goal is only an increased level of awareness.

See downtown through fresh eyes, discuss it with neighbors and colleagues, and most of all, enjoy
your walk!



Stop 1
Look at the Courthouse and the County Administration building. How does the newer County Administration

building reflect and respect the old? Is this important? If so, why? What do you think of the ‘scale’ of these
buildings — are they too small, too big, or just right? Are they too close to the street, too far away, or just right?
As you walk up Main Street, notice the buildings, the landscaping, the businesses, and think about what you
like and dislike.

Stop 2
Keep walking north and stop mid-block near Source Juicery, Artisan Bakery, or Sgt. Peppers. Look at the

buildings you’re standing in front of and the buildings across the street. What distinctive features of these
buildings should be preserved? Look north toward the Wildey Theatre. How do you feel about the parking lot
to the right? About the clock tower and about the cow over the butcher shop? Continue walking north to High
Street.

Stop 3
From High and Main, look further north up the street and back toward where you started. How are these

views different? What characteristics exist further north on Main Street? How is that area different from
where you just walked? Should north main remain relatively the same, or is taller, more intensive
development okay in this area? As you cross Main Street and walk back south, think about the types of
businesses that are important to the fabric of downtown.

Stop 4
Think about the buildings on either side of the street, particularly about their scale. How does their height

affect the ‘feel’ of Main Street? What characteristics would you like to see more or less of? How do these
buildings enhance Main Street? As you walk to the intersection at West Vandalia Street, do you notice
anything about the buildings to your right (Mark Twain Plaza)? How are these buildings the same or different
from what you’ve experienced so far on Main Street? As you walk toward Vandalia Street, also take note of
the HelperBroom building. Does fit into the fabric of Main Street? Are there any architectural characteristics
of this building that contribute to the character of Main Street? If so, which ones? Continue south on Main
Street and turn right onto West Vandalia. Follow West Vandalia until its intersection with St. Louis Street.

Stop 5
Cross St. Louis Street and stand in front of The Bank of Edwardsville on the corner of Benton Street. Look west

toward St. Louis Street and notice how new and old buildings interact. Look back toward the courthouse, the
Mark Twain Plaza Buildings, and even toward the library. How do you feel about the taller buildings as you
look toward downtown? Do they seem out of place or do they fit in?

As you walk south on Benton and turn the corner on Park Street to head back toward South Main, notice the
Bank of Edwardsville building and the neighborhood to your right.



Stop 6
When you get to the intersection of Park Street and South Main Street, pause and look south. What do you

notice about this block of South Main Street? Do you like what you see? How do new and old buildings
interact here? Consider the residential structures used as businesses on South Main Street. Are these
appropriate in scale, use, and character for the Downtown? Continue south along Main and turn left (east)
onto Schwarz and continue until its intersection with South Buchanan.

Stop 7
Look north and south along Buchanan Street. Are you in downtown at this location? What characteristics of

this area are similar or different from areas you walked through earlier? What about the ‘look and feel’ of this
area is right? Is there anything that seems out of place? Walk north. Notice how you feel walking toward the
Park Street Plaza building and how you feel when walking next to it.

Stop 8
Stop at the corner of Park Street and look at the buildings on both sides of the street. There are very different

characteristics to consider here. For each, think about whether they are appropriate or inappropriate.

What are the strengths and weaknesses of the Park Street Plaza building? Is the first floor inviting and
incorporated into the street/sidewalk life? Use three words to describe the building.

Look to Park Plaza on the east side of the street. How would you characterize the architecture of the buildings?
Is this mix of residential and business uses appropriate for Downtown? What about the parking lot location,
layout, and landscaping is noteworthy? Use three words to describe the development.

Walk north to City Park, turn the corner at Vandalia, and then back to the intersection of Main and Vandalia.
As you walk, notice the buildings on both sides of the street.

Stop 9
East Vandalia and West Vandalia are very different on either side of Main Street. What words would use to

describe each side of this street? What, if anything, is significant about the appearance and character of the
Bohm Building, directly across the street from you? What characteristics of the Mark Twain Plaza buildings and
the Bohm Building are similar or different? How does Walgreens fit into downtown, specifically as a larger
retail business with parking in front?

Return to Starting Point
Continue north along Main Street (taking note of the buildings sizes, businesses, and character of the area). As
you walk back toward the starting point, think about whether the buildings and uses are indicative of how
people perceive downtown? How important are these characteristics? What do you notice about buildings
along this stretch of Main Street?




Downtown Walking Tour

(1.8 miles)
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